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Genesis 11:1-9

Verse 1
Now the whole world had one language and commonesge
» Since all humanity descended from the survivorthefflood, Noah
and his family, all the people had a common heeitddnis heritage
included language. They all spoke the same langasgied Noah.

Verse 2
As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shigerd settled there.
* Shinar is located between the Tigris and Euphratess. It is part of
ancient Babylon.

Verse 3
They said to each other, “Come, let's make brickslebake them
thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, atat for mortar.
» Bricks were a technological innovation developeddose the area
lacked stones. They were made of mud and straveamdoried.
» Because this culture used brick we know that thesew
technologically advanced using the most modern made
innovations of the times. They were very moderngbeo

Verse 4
Then they said, “Come. Let us build ourselves g/ ¢civith a tower that
reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a Mameurselves and not
be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”
* In Genesis 9:1, God told Noah and his sons, “Beffiland increase
in number and fill the earth.” Therefore the pldnh@se people, as
here exposed, is in direct opposition to the wilGod. They proposed



to build a city with a tower, so as to keep eves/together, that is, to
prevent them from scattering so as to “fill thetlear

* They proposed to use their knowledge of technotodyuild a city. In
the city would be a tower, commonly called a Zigguwhich would
be so high as to reach the heavens. It would seeerallying point
for the people and as a symbol that would claimdvade fame for
them.

» Rather than working to fulfill the plan of God,‘fdl the earth”, these
people designed their own plan in direct oppositsod and chose
to use their own ingenuity to provide for themsslwethout being
dependent upon God. Their plans are egotisticapamad. Their
intention is to take charge of their own destinyhis is an open act of
rebellion against the plan and purpose of God.

Verse 5
But the Lord came down to see the city and the tothat the men were
building.

* God came to see what the men were doing.

Verse 6

The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the salaeguage they have

begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do Wk impossible for them.”

» |If the people of the earth remain united in thé&empt to flaunt the

plan and purpose of God and are able to take destiny into their
own hands, then they will persist in their rebellEgainst God. There
would be no limit to their rebellion. They woulddmne totally
godless. The whole world would become a reflectibthis godless
state.

Verse 7
“Come let us go down and confuse their languagetkey will not
understand each other.”

* The Lord, understanding the extent of mankind’snidied rebellion
and the dangers thereof, proposed a simple solufibe confused
their languages so that it was difficult for thesmmcbmmunicate with
each other, they would be less able to cooperdteeaich other in
their rebellion against him.



Verse 8
So the Lord scattered them from there over all #erth, and they stopped
building the city.

» The Lord “scattered them.” This was his declaredrition after the
flood (see 9:1). Even the best-designed plan ofdmityycannot long
defy the plan of God!

» This scattering stopped the building of the cityhwthe tower in it and
their plan to defy God and seek to control theinalestiny.

Verse 9

That is why it was called Babel -- because there tlord confused the
language of the whole world. From there the Lordadtered them over the
face of the whole earth

» The word “BABEL” is not Hebrew in origin. It is Alddian. It
literally means, “gateway to god” and was, appdyehe name of the
tower these people intended to build. The Hebrewdwanslated
“confused” is “BALAL” which sounds like Babel. Thdebrew word
for Babylon is also rooted in this word. So the pawhthe place was
“Gateway to God.” That name has become confusedtivée Hebrew
word which means “confused” and the English woBhljel” takes
its meaning from these roots.

* The point is that languages are a reminder of émeam’s first
planned rebellions against the plan and purpos&odf They serve to
remind us that “the imaginations of man’s hearescantinually evil.”
And they called us to submit to the plan and puepzfsGod.
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