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Isaiah 40:28-31

(The history of the prophet Isaiah is as followschapters 1-35, Isaiah
writes to warn the people of Judah about the impenthreat from the
nation of Assyria. Assyria did invade Judah. Howgthee King of Judah
appealed to the king of Syria, Babylon, for hefpcthapters 36-39 Isaiah
warns of the failure of Assyria and the greateetitrfrom Syria. Eventually,
Syria took control of Judah and exiled the Jewmftbeir homeland. In
chapters 40-66 Isaiah writes as if the 70 yearsagitivity in Syria are over
and the time has come for the Jews to return hondertusalem. Contained
within the book of Isaiah are many passages whiabygh originally
applied to Isaiah’s time, speak prophetically toal®ut the birth of the
Messiah and His return to earth to rule. In chapd@risaiah writes to the
people of Judah in captivity to tell them that timee of their captivity is
over. God is now ready to bring them home. He lselgyncomforting them
and telling them about the goodness, faithfulnasd,power of God. But, in
verse 27, Judah states her position. The peoplevgethat God has thrown
them away and is no longer concerned about thenthdge disillusioned
people Isaiah writes.)

Verse 28
Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
* The passage begins with the re-asking of two inambybut
rhetorical, questions. These questions were falsed in verse 21.
After the first asking, Isaiah reminds the peoplat tGod made the
world and all that is in it. He tells them that thegtions rise and fall at
God’s command. He tells them that God has no dgeate 25) and
that everything is held in the palm of His handsrée 25-26). Isaiah



uses the questions to tell Israel what they shalnhdy know about
the nature of God but may have forgotten.

The Lord is the everlasting God,

The creator of the ends of the earth.

“Everlasting God” means that God is enduring. Histexhroughout
the ages. He does not come and go. He always is.

God'’s role as Creator of the universe is declanedktail in verses 21-
22.

“Of the ends of the earth” refers to its limitsmeans that God is the
creator of the parts of the earth and the secfdtgecearth that we
know as well as the creator of those parts anceteare do not know.
Isaiah wants his readers to remember that God matle

He will not grow tired or weary,

and his understanding no one can fathom.

Sometimes we tend to remake God in our image. Hemeh wants
his readers to understand that God is not facatdgame limits as
are we.

First, he wants them to know that God is not lichibs physical
fatigue as are humans. God never gets tired.

Second, he wants them to know that God’s comprebesd
knowledge is unlimited and cannot be appreciatedurgan
intelligence.

Verse 29
He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak.

Third, he wants his readers to know that God sthesgs those who
are weary. Israel is weary of their captivity. Tlas promise to them,
specifically. However, it is also a promise to amgpanywhere, at any
time who is weary, tired, and/or oppressed by tleimstances they
face.

Fourth, God gives increasing power to those whonaak.

These promises are echoed by the words of Jeshs fBermon on the
Mount (Matthew 5:1-12).

Verse 30
Even youths grow tired and weary,



and young men stumble and fall,

Youths and young men are the symbol of strengtkyHue the ones
to whom a people looks for its future. However,reyeung people
have limits to their endurance. They grow tired,agla result,
stumble and fall.

There is a possible implication of moral failurednéNhen youths
become tired and weary, they often stumble andrfdlsin. While
that is so, it is not the clear implication of thierse. We are talking
about physical fatigue; Israel grew tired and wedripllowing the
ways of the Lord and fell morally.

Verse 31
but those who hope in the Lord,

The word “hope” is better translated “trust.” It ams to look
expectantly to the Lord. In older translationswwaad is “wait.” It is
so translated because trusting the Lord implies thaognizing His
attributes as established above, faithful peopla@anove until He
instructs them to do so. Part of trusting God iging upon His
instruction in each situation we face.

will renew their strength.

This is the promise of God to the weak and wearyhé tired, and
even to those who have stumbled and fallen. If thest God, He will
renew them.

The word translated “renew” means to change cloth@seans that
they will take off their weariness, etc. and puttloa strength of the
Lord. God will clothe them in His strength. Thigle reward of faith.

They will soar on wings like eagles,
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.”

When the exchange described above occurs, thdrbendl visible
change in the people who trust God. They will fnslource that
supplies them with supernatural ability to do wita&t Lord asks.

(These exegetical notes are the foundational drdhe sermon entitiedave You Not HeardPhey have
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles lKedeSenior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship,
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reservedbrnerstone Fellowshig The Reverend Doctor
Charles H. Jenseiihey are used here by permission.)



