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Matthew 22:41-46

Verse4l

While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jessied them, “What do
you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” “Tlsen of David,” they
replied.

Throughout this chapter, the enemies of Jesus §dngen asking him
guestions on various subjects. While they pretendéx interested in
Jesus’ opinion on these matters, they were notr Gestions were
traps that were designed to discredit Jesus (Segetgal notes on
Matthew 22:15-40). Their traps failed.

In these verses, Jesus turns the tables. He asBhtrisees a
guestion. Like them, Jesus is not really interesteghat they think.
He simply wants to expose the extent of their ignoe in certain
Biblical matters. Jesus knew that they were endlaveheir traditions
and had not necessarily thought things out for Sedves.

“Christ” is the Greek form of the Hebrew word “Mé&ds.” Thus,
Jesus asked them whose son the Messiah would be.

They answered that the Messiah would be the “sdvew@fd.” This
answer is correct. In Greek, and in Hebrew, thagdyr“son of” can
mean ancestor of. The Messiah is the ancestor atiDggee the
genealogies of Jesus which clearly establish thas the ancestor of
David, Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38.) This wae traditional
and expected answer.

Verse 43-44
He said to them, “How is it then that David, speakj by the Spirit, calls
him, ‘Lord’? For he says,



‘The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand until | put your enemies undeyour feet.
* The quotation comes from Psalm 110:1. In the Psabmjd, caught
up in the Spirit, overhears a conversation betwadWH, notice the
way LORD is first spelled in Psalm 110:1, and thessiah. In the
conversation, God invites the Messiah to assumeldee of honor
and be seated at his right hand. David calls theshé, “MY Lord”
indicting that even David recognizes that the Mas$s greater than
he.

Verse 45
“If then David calls him ‘Lord,” how can he be hison?”
* The correct answer to this question is found ab®te. Messiah is the
“son of David” in that he is the descendant ordheestor of David.
In this sense, the Messiah is the “son of Davigd€rethough he is
greater than David.

Verse 46
No one could say a word in reply, and from that day no one dared to
ask him any more questions.

* The Pharisees could not answer the question betaepd&ad never
given this relatively simple matter any thought.

* Thus Jesus beat them at their own game. Theiriquestere
designed to trap him by making him look uninforniedore the
people. They failed. But that is exactly what he ti them.

» Therefore, they gave up this plan. Clearly, Jebosved that he was
informed on these touchy religious matters. He @d@mswer their
trick questions without difficulty. However, theyewe not so well able
to answer him.
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