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Matthew 24:1-14

(This section of scripture is called the “Little dgalypse” or the “Olivet
Discourse.” It is the last great discourse or sectif teaching by Jesus in
Matthew’s Gospel. Its subject is the “end timestio end of time.

Versel
Jesus left the temple and was walking away whendigiples came up to
him to call his attention to its buildings.

* This last great section of Jesus’ teaching occsifseaand his disciples
are leaving the temple in Jerusalem following l@aalncement of
the teachers of the law as hypocrites, blind gyided snakes. As
they departed from the temple, the disciples wegressed by its
buildings. This was Herod’s temple. It was a trufpressive sight. .

Verse?2
“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell yaohe truth, not one stone
here will be left on another; every one will be twn down.”

* Some of the foundation stones in Herod’s templeavi€rto 12 feet in
length. They were huge stones.

» Jesus predicted that all of these stones woul@iogvth down so that
none of them was left in place. This prediction trhes/e seemed
unbelievable to the disciples.

* However, this literally came true in 70 AD. The Raoms completely
destroyed the city of Jerusalem in that year. @esruction included
the temple. Some of the stones of the temple yeee apart to
collect the gold between them.

* As we begin this section of teaching related toahe times, it is
important to recognize that the first predictioattdesus made related
to the end times has already come trilibis fact makes it reasonable
for us to trust the predictions that follow whicavie not yet come




true. Because the first prediction, the destructibthe temple, has
happened in fact, we know that the others will &lappen at the
appointed time.

* The time table established here by Jesus is in l@enpccord with
that revealed by God in Daniel, Ezekiel, and Rei@taln Daniel
9:23ff we are told that 420 years will pass from time the temple
was rebuilt until the anointed one, the Messiabyugdewill be “cut
off.” After the death of the Messiah, the city efdsalem and the
temple will, again, be destroyed (Daniel 9:26).sTévent, the
destruction of the temple, will precede the 70tlekyehe final week
in time before the second coming of Jesus knowhegribulation.
What this means is that the events preceding thmbiag of the
tribulation have already occurred. We stand ornvidrge of the
beginning of the end times!

Verse3

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, thedples came to him
privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this hppen, and what will be the
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”

* The setting of this verse is extremely significaesus was sitting on
the Mount of Olives, a low hill directly east ofrdsalem. In
Zechariah 14:4 we are told that when Jesus retartige earth to fight
the last battle “his feet will stand on the Mouht@dives.” This same
passage describes how the Mount of Olives willraesformed at that
time. This same fact is echoed in Ezekiel 11:23431d-2. Jesus
begins to instruct his disciples about the end difnem the very place
where he will stand to fight the final battle befdre establishes the
kingdom of God.

» Jesus’ discussion of the end times is initiatedhieyquestions of the
disciples. They cannot let go of Jesus’ predictegarding the
destruction of the Temple. They want to know twiagis: when the
temple will be destroyed; and what will be the sofidesus’ return at
the end of time.

» Jesus answers those questions in this discourdt)dwa24:1-52.

Verse4-6

Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives.yr many will come
In my name, claiming, “I am the Christ, and will d®ive many. You will
hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it tlyatu are not alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the end is still tame.



Jesus begins his answer with a warning. The Disgiplust be on
guard so as not to be deceived regarding the n@ttee end of time.
Jesus, first, warns the disciples to be on guaathagfalse prophets.
These persons come in Christ’'s name. That meahthéhasay they
belong to Christ and are his disciples. Howevezy thiso claim that
they are “Christ,” Messiah. They claim to be theetMessiah. Jesus
says that many such false prophets will arise.

Second, Jesus says that there will be wars andrsupfiavars. But the
disciples are not to be alarmed by these repodause they are not
the sign of the end time’s arrival.

Verse 7-8

Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom agaihkingdom. There will
be famines and earthquakes in various places. Akse are the beginning
of birth pains.

Jesus says again that there will be war on thedbtlee earth as it
waits for the end of time.

Jesus says that there will be famines and eartleguédo. All of this
together is the sign that labor is beginning. Tihe @f time is
approaching. But the early contractions are jugisithat the moment
Is drawing closer. It has not yet begun.

Jesus is describing the time in which we live,tthree between the
first sign of the end, the destruction of the temnpind the beginning
of the great seven year tribulation.

Verse9
Then you will be handed over to be persecuted anttp death, and you
will be hated by all nations because of me.

It is true that during the years immediately aftesus’ crucifixion, the
disciples of Christ were persecuted and even pdée&th. But then for
hundreds of years Christianity became the acceptabgion for

most of the civilized world. Persons were persetie being
Christians and even put to death for it. There wer¢ainly places
throughout all of history where Christians wereseeuted for their
faith and even killed. But Jesus’ phrase, “you Wweél hated by ALL
nations,” did not apply.

However, about 50 years ago this all began to ahaBgme scholars
say that we now live in the post-Christian Era.Gksistianity
becomes increasingly less popular culturally, tleds of Jesus



become very haunting. Apparently this time of peusien is just
around the corner.

Verse10-11
At that time many will turn away from the faith andill betray and hate
each other, and many false prophets will appear ateteive many people

Simultaneously with the outbreak of worldwide pergen upon
the Church, many people will abandon their faitd amn away
from Jesus.

When they turn from their faith, they will betrathers who remain
true to Christ.

At the same time new teachers, this time teachbosde not come
in Jesus’ name, arise with other suggestions thrause and
deceive people.

This may describe a time before the great seventgibalation or
it may describe events that happen during that. tidaaiel,
Ezekiel, and Revelation all speak of this kindhehg happening in
the tribulation. If these are tribulation eventsdave see the
decline of Christian popularity as described abdven that would
indicate that we are standing on the thresholti@trtibulation
period.

Verse12-13

Because of the increase of wickedness, the loveo$t will grow cold, but
he who stands firm to the end will be saved.

Certainly this description applies to our time. ®'e living through
an age in which people embrace wickedness, and fesaple love
God and embrace the truth in Christ. However, thesels could also
apply to the tribulation period in which both o&#e things will be
true as well.

The promise here is that those who remain trubdw faith despite
persecution, increasing evil, and false teacheisbe/saved.

Verse14
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preachedtive whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will cem

» When the Church has completed the Great Commisdioarrying
the gospel message of God'’s salvation in and thrdegus Christ, the
end will come.
» This has happened!



(These exegetical notes are the foundational studihe sermon entitledihe Little Apocalypse: Do Not Be
Deceived. They have been prepared by the Reverend DoctateéShd. Jensen, Senior Pastor at
Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvanlbrights are reserved by Dr. Jensen &uminerstone
Fellowship.)



