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Matthew 24:36-25:13

(Matthew 24 is called the “Little Apocalypse” orthOlivet Discourse”. It
Is the last great discourse or section of teachingesus in Matthew’s
Gospel. Its subject is the “end times” or the ehtinoe. This is the third
sermon in a series of sermons on Matthew 24.)

Verse 36
“No one knows about that day or hour, not even thegels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father.”

* In the previous verses of Matthew 24, Jesus supplgns that would
indicate the approach of the end times. Howevesdlsigns are not
given for the purpose of exact prediction. By regdhe signs, we can
know that the end is near but we cannot say prigaideen it will
occur. Jesus says that no one knows the exactrdayuo except the
Father.

* While he was on earth in human form, the knowlealgthe exact day
and hour was not even known to Jesus.

Verse 37-39

“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be atdltoming of the Son of
Man. For in the days before the flood, people wesaing and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noantered the ark; and
they knew nothing about what would happen until tieod came and took
them all away. That is how it will be at the comimd the Son of Man.

» Jesus’ point is that the people of Noah’s day igddhe warning.
Noah was building a great boat far from the oc@aey simply
laughed at this silly man and went on with lifeuasial until the rain
began and the water started to rise.

* In the same way, people will ignore the signs destus gave about the
approaching of the end of time.



Verse40-41

“Two men will be in the field; one will be taken ahthe other left. Two
women will be grinding with a hand mill; one willédtaken and the other
left.

* While these verses are often applied to the ratitiee saints before
the tribulation, here they clearly apply to thetusp of those who are
believers and on earth at the time of his seconuru. Jesus is
saying that when the Archangel shouts and the si®fmunded at
the moment of Christ’s return, a believer may bekivay beside
someone who does not believe. The believer wikaddo meet Jesus
in the clouds; the non-believer will be left behind

Verse42-44

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know dratwday your Lord
will come. But understand this: If the owner of theouse had known at
what time of night the thief was coming, he wouléve kept watch and
would not have let his house be broken into. So yaso must be ready,
because the Son of Man will come at an hour whernyao not expect him.

* Because we know the signs, we know that the saasgon us.
However, we still do not know the exact moment wiadmist will
come. Therefore, we must always be watching fanslesturn.

* Inthese verses, Jesus gives the first illustrabandicate the
importance of being ready for his return. The tlason involves a
man who, if he knew what to expect, would be pregdo stop the
thief from breaking into his house, but who ladks specific
information necessary to stop the thief. He doéknow the hour of
the thief’'s coming.

» This is the reason that the specific informatidatesl to Christ’s
return is withheld. If we knew the exact momentha event, we
would not have to live in expectation of it.

Verse 45-50

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whomehmaster has put in
charge of the servants in his household to giverththeir food at the
proper time? It will be good for that servant whos®ster finds him doing
so when he returns. | tell you the truth, he wiluphim in charge of all his
possessions. But suppose that servant is wickedsays to himself, ‘My
master is staying away a long time,” and he theryins to beat his fellow
servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. Theaster of that servant



will come on a day when he does not expect him ahdn hour he is not
aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign harplace with the
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnaghof teeth.

* This is Jesus’ second illustration designed tcerdie importance of

being prepared for his return.

» The story is designed to answer the basic questidho is the
faithful servant”. Jesus gives two options. Opthember one is the
servant who continues to do what is expected offhithfully despite
the master’s prolonged absence. Option numberswioel servant
who assumes that the master’s prolonged abseaceascuse to
abuse the master’s trust by mistreating his febewants and living
self-indulgently. The answer is obvious. The fgstvant is the
faithful one. The promise is that the servant whprepared for the
master’s return and lives accordingly will be reghed, while the
other servant will be punished for his bad behawiben the master
comes.

» The point of the second illustration is the sam#has of the first. We
are to live lives that are prepared for the Lor@®irn, particularly
since we do not know the exact hour or day of ¢évait.

Verse25:1
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be likerevirgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom”.

= This is Jesus’ third illustration designed to rdlse importance of
being prepared for his return.

» The ten virgins are the bridesmaids. In an andisiirew wedding,
the bridesmaids were to prepare the bride for tlteegroom.

» The first part of the wedding was the groom’s ogjlat the home of
the bride to claim her. He would then take her ldadkis house or to
the place where the wedding reception was takiageylif that was
not his house.

» In Jesus’ story, the groom was coming and the bndeds went out
to meet him and to take him to where the bride erhit

Verse2-4

“’Five of them were foolish and five were wise. THeolish ones took their
lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wisgwever, took oil in
jars along with their lamps.”



» The bridesmaids would have carried torches wittsodked rags
tied to them as wicks when they went out to grieetgroom. They
would use these torches to light his way to thdéori

» In this case, only five of the women were prepaiideky brought
jars of extra oil to pour on the rags of the toscteekeep them
burning. The other women did not bring extra oley are called
foolish because they were unprepared.

Verse5
“The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and thelf became drowsy
and fell asleep.”
» For whatever reason, unknown to us, the bridegre@mnival was
delayed.
= All ten bridesmaids fell asleep as they waited.

Verse6
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegrom! Come out to meet
him!"”
» At an unsuspected time, the bridegroom came andrilesmaids
were aroused by the cry to come out and greet him.

Verse 7-9

“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their laps. The foolish ones
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; ounias are going out.” ‘No,’
they replied, ‘there may not be enough for bothaisd you, Instead, go to
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.”

* When the cry went up, the bridesmaids woke up. Eilegttempted
to adjust their lamps and to pour additional oilto@ rags so that they
would burn longer.

» The foolish ones had no extra oil. However, thetyced that their
lamps were about to go out so they begged oil ttzgrwise ones;
those who had brought extra oil along.

* The wise bridesmaids refused to give extra oihtofoolish,
unprepared ones, reasoning that they might not @agagh oil for
themselves if they shared.

Verse 10

“But while they were on their way to buy the oihé bridegroom arrived.
The virgins who were ready went in with him to taedding banquet. And
the door was shut.”



* While the five foolish bridesmaids were out tryitagfind an oil store
opened at midnight, the bridegroom did, in faativat

* The five wise bridesmaids went with the groom tiralthe bride and
then on to the wedding reception.

* Once the party had begun the door was shut. No gthests would be
admitted. However, the five foolish bridesmaids hatlyet returned.

Verse 11-12
“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!,’ they sajdOpen the door for us!’
But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, | don’t knowou.”
* When the five foolish girls returned, with or witltcadditional oil we
do not know, they were refused entrance to the imgd@ception.
The bridegroom refused to acknowledge that he &aew them.

Verse13
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know dlag or the hour.”
* Again the point of the story is the same as thdheffirst two.
Because we do not know exactly when Jesus will ceveeare to be
prepared for his return all the time.

(These exegetical notes are the foundational dtudihe sermon entitle@he Little Apocalypse: What No
One Knows. They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctate3hd. Jensen, Senior Pastor at
Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvanlkrights are reserved by Dr. Jensen &uinerstone
Fellowship.)



