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Exodus 10:1-20

Verse 1-2

Then YHWH said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, for | havardened his
heart and the hearts of his officials so that | mg@erform these
miraculous signs of mine among them that you mali} y@ur children
and grandchildren how I dealt harshly with the Egypans and how |
performed my signs among them, and that you may Wrtbat | am
YHWH.”

In Exodus 9:13-17 God declared his purpose incdifflg Egypt. It
was so that Pharaoh and all Egypt, and with théwf #he world,
would know that YHWH is EL SHADDAI, that God is God
Almighty. However, Pharaoh refused to learn theséa. With the
approach of the eighth plague God’s focus shifted.

This passage begins with the ominous words from YHW have
hardened his (Pharaoh’s) heart and the hearts of Biofficials.”
Pharaoh is no longer offered a choice. He can ngdorespond
favorably to God's request. God has closed the.d@maraoh had
been given many opportunities to obey YHWH anddodr God’s
request. He had refused each opportunity andgiheit one, had
arrogantly attempted to outsmart God. Though Gatignzen
opportunity to Pharaoh, God knew how Pharaoh woedgond. But
for the sake of those who would respond positivehd some among
Pharaoh'’s officials did so respond, God extendextynt® Pharaoh.
However, at this point in the story, YHWH has givgnhis focus on
Pharaoh and Egypt and the world. From this momermh ¢he story,
YHWH's focus is Israel. He will now do all that kdees so that Israel
will see his power and tell their children and gtelmldren how God
rescued them from the most powerful nation in tioeldy Egypt, and
the most powerful man in the world, Pharaoh.



Verse 3-6
So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said to hfifhis is what
YHWH, the God of the Hebrews, says, ‘How long widlu refuse to
humble yourself before me? Let my people go, sd thay may worship
me. If you refuse to let them go, | will bring losts into your country
tomorrow. They will cover the face of the ground 8@t it cannot be
seen. They will devour what little you have leftefthe hail, including
every tree that is growing in your fields. They ifill your houses and
those of all your officials and all the Egyptians--something neither
your fathers nor your forefathers have ever seeorfr the day they
settled in this land till now.” Then Moses turnednd left Pharaoh.

= Notice that in this speech there is no opportugiaen to Pharaoh
to respond. His response no longer matters to YH®®d's focus
Is no longer Pharaoh and Egypt. God's focus ilsra

= Locusts are small grasshopper-like bugs. Throughistry
swarms of locusts have been a potential threatrtodrs. It is
estimated that a square mile of ground can coi&000,000
locusts when they swarm. Within a very short timagrfe a swarm
of locusts can devour hundreds of acres of cropsy &re
indiscriminate eaters destroying everything thas getheir way.
God says that he will send such a swarm of loayst® Egypt to
destroy everything that the hail did not destroypsgls’ words
indicate that the locusts will finish what the storm began and
Egypt will be left with nothing.

» Such a swarming of locusts is mentioned in Ezed&el5, Daniel
11:40, Joel 2:1-11 and in Revelation 6:12-13, 8%12;12.
Invasions of locusts are an apocalyptic image a’&bnal
judgment upon the sinfulness of mankind. This péagua
foreshadowing of the great judgment which will faf the world
at the end of time.

Verse 7

Pharaoh’s officials said to him, “How long will tré man (Moses) be a

share to us? Let the people go, so that they mayship YHWH their

god. Do you not yet realize that Egypt is ruined?”

« YHWH/EL SHADDAI had beaten Egypt to her knees. pasverful
humbling hand had brought the richest most powetdtion on the
face of the earth down, and he had done it witlh dittte things. No
great armies, no war. YHWH had beaten Egypt withsband frogs!
Pharaoh’s own officials know that YHWH has “ruindgfjypt and



they urge Pharaoh to recognize the facts and sierda the power of
God. They urge him to release the Hebrew slaves.

Verse 8-11

Then Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharat@o, worship

YHWH your God,” he said. “But just who will be gogf” Moses

answered, “We will go with our young and old, withur sons and

daughters, and with our flocks and herds, because ave to celebrate a

festival to YHWH.” Pharaoh said, “YHWH be with yot+ if | let you

go, along with your women and your children! Clegrlyou are bent on
evil. No! Have only the men go; and worship YHWHnse that’s what
you have been asking for.” Then Moses and Aaron welriven out of

Pharaoh'’s presence.

» Pharaoh, at the advice of his officials, summonex$é&s and Aaron
and gave permission for the Hebrews to go intaldsert to worship
YHWH. However, he is not fully broken before Godeawet.
Pharaoh wants only the male Hebrews to go. The waand children
will be left behind as hostages to be sure thatrtbe return.

» Pharaoh accuses Moses of having evil intentiors harstill thinks
that he can bargain with God. Pharaoh still beBethat he is an equal
with YHWH in this negotiation. At the end of theenview, he treats
Moses and Aaron, YHWH'’s spokespersons, with conteinping
them out of his presence as if he has settled #teenby his
proclamation that the men may go into the desentdiship YHWH.
Pharaoh has still not gotten things right!

Verse 12-15

And YHWH said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand oMeGYPT so that
locusts will swarm over the land and devour eveigthgrowing in the
fields, everything left by the hail.” So Moses dithed out his staff over
Egypt, and YHWH made an east wind blow across @ued all that day
and all that night. By morning the wind had broughhbe locusts; they
invaded all Egypt and settled down in every aredlad country in great
numbers. Never before had there been such a plaglecusts, nor
will there ever be again. They covered all the gnouuntil it was black.
They devoured all that was left after the hail vexrything growing in
the fields and the fruit on the trees. Nothing greeemained on tree or
plant in all the land of Egypt.

* Egypt was totally destroyed by the humbling han&od!



Verse 16-20

Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron and sdldjave sinned

against YHWH your God and against you. Now forgingy sin once

more and pray to YHWH your God to take this deaglggue away
from me.” Moses then left Pharaoh and prayed to YHINVANd YHWH
changed the wind to a very strong west wind, whaglught up the
locusts and carried them into the Red Sea. Not eulst was left
anywhere in Egypt. But YHWH hardened Pharaoh’s héaand he
would not let the Israelites go.

* Once again Pharaoh was forced to bend to the oedmufig weight
of God’s humbling hand. But at this point, the ogpoity for
Pharaoh to do things God’s way had passed. Hi¢ Wearmade hard
by God and he was no longer given the opportuoityriie,
meaningful repentance. Though Moses prayed anpldgeie ended,
Pharaoh’s mind was still closed. He would not $eaél go as YHWH
requested.
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