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Exodus 2:23-3:10

Verse 23-24

During that long period, the king of Egypt died. EBhisraelites groaned
in their slavery and cried out, and their cry fordip because of their
slavery went up to God. God heard their groaningdine remembered
his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jala.

The Pharaoh had a long reign and during that etntie, the Hebrews
in Egypt were oppressed with increasingly harsiditams as slaves.
They groaned under the pressure put on them bidliptians and, at
last, cried out to God for help.

God heard their prayers and their groaning. Becafidee promise
that He had made to their forefathers, Abrahanadsand Jacob, He
was concerned about them. When the text saysrérembered,” it
does not mean to imply that God had forgotten theegant. It means
that the covenant He had made with the peopleraélshrough
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob became of foremost ianpaetto Him.

Verse 25
So God looked on the Israelites and was concernbdwu them.

The word, “so,” is casual in the text. It is metmtmply that God’s
special concern for Israel was not due to anytkiag Israel was or
had done or not done. God'’s concern for Israel grewof His choice
of Israel for special favor. Israel was not cho&erher special merit.
God’s choice of Israel was a sovereign act of Hacg and because
He had picked Israel upon which to show favor, He woncerned for
her. Israel deserved no better treatment than sise@ceiving from
the Egyptians, because despite God’s offer of spé&oror through
His covenant, she had chosen to disregard His. dff@ne-the-less,
because of the offer He had made, He was conceaimad Israel.



Verse 3:1

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro, his fathin-law, the priest
of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side tife desert and came to
Horeb, the mountain of God.

Meanwhile, Moses had settled into a peaceful hif#lidian among
his wife’s people. He had become the chief shepfogrdis father-in-
law and was living a good life there.

Moses had led his father-in-law’s sheep to goodiupasn a remote
place.

Horeb means desert in Hebrew. Some scholars salylthant Horeb
and Mount Sinai are different names for the saraeelTradition
identifies Mount Horeb as Ras es-Salsaf and Mourdi &s Jebel
Musa. The first is 6,500 feet high. The second49d feet high.

The identification of the mountain as “the mountairGod,” often
leads scholars to the conclusion that this mountais Mount Sinai,
the place where God appeared to Moses and gaws tisealaw.
However, that evidence is weak as every mountdimeignountain of
God as He made them all.

The bottom line is that these events took placeame mountain in a
remote place in Midian where Moses was tendingshee

Verse 2

There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flasof fire from
within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush wasfioe it did not
burn up.

As Moses was tending to his business, going albeutlaties of
shepherding the flock, he saw a strange sighthi3mtountain, he
discovered a bush that was on fire. There weredtal@aping up from
within the bush. However, the flames did not hanmmleaves and the
branches of the bush.

The text wants us to understand that the burnirsg liat did not
burn up was God’s way of getting Moses’ attentioriteat He might
speak to him.

The word, “angel,” means messenger. The angel matesctually
speak to Moses from the bush. God speaks directi§ases from out
of the bush. The angel’s purpose was simply tdvites’ attention
for God.



Verse 3

So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this stge sight...why the

bush does not burn up.

* The plan worked! Moses decided to investigate thehlihat was on
fire but not consumed by the flames.

Verse 4

When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look,d@alled to him

from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses shi“Here | am.”

* When the angel had done his job, God spoke to Mdisestly from
the burning bush. God called Moses by name. Mdseaslg heard the
call of God because he responded to it with thedadiHere | am.”

» Speaking from a Biblical perspective, God’s cakliways personal as
it is here. He calls whom He pleases but He alvdmgs it personally.
However, it not always done so directly. Sometinassin His call to
Saul and David, God uses other people as his mgsisen

Verse 5

“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off yosandals, for the

place where you are standing is holy ground.”

» God’s first instruction to Moses is to keep higamce. Even though
God’s call is personal and God calls Moses’ namesds is still
required to remember that God is God and that pn@spect must be
maintained. Though Moses is called by name, arsdithplies an
intimacy between he and God that others cannanglag is not to
presume on this offered relationship.

» God’s second instruction to Moses is to removeshies because the
place of his call is holy to God. The place is ¢éorbspected because
God has so decided.

Verse 6

Then he said, “| am the God of your father, the Godl Abraham, the

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” At this, Modad his face,

because he was afraid to look at God.

* Next, God identifies himself to Moses. First Goglssél AM.” This
Is the root of His proper name, “YHWH.” He thense\loses that he
Is the God of Moses’ father, Amram. He then remilfdses that he
Is the God who offered covenant to Israel throudpnahham, Isaac,
and Jacob.



* Realizing who it is that speaks from the bush, Mas®rers his face
out of respect for God. He believes that it woui@id God if he
looked directly at God.

Verse 7-8

The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of pgople in Egypt. |

have heard them crying out because of their slaveers, and | am

concerned about their suffering. So | have come dote rescue them
from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them wopt of that land
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing withlk and honey --
the home of the Canaaniteslitties, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and

Jebusites.

» God acknowledges that He is aware of the troubté@people of
Israel in Egypt, that He has heard their crieshfp, and that He has
come to help them by delivering them from the Egyys.

» God explains that He intends to give the peoplsmel a good, safe
place in which to live, the Promised Land. Godrnui®to keep the
obligation of the covenant that He has made with pdiople even
though they, by their behavior, have violated tdgreement.

* However, the promise also acknowledges the potentdlem. This
land God intends to give to Israel already beldogsther peoples.

Verse 9-10

And now the cry of the Israelites has reached medd have seen the

way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now,lgmn sending you

to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites outEdypt.”

* Atlast God explains why He has chosen to comedsdd in this
unique way. He has picked Moses to be the leadiredfiebrews
who will go to Pharaoh in order to deliver Isra@irh his hand. Moses
Is to be the man who executes the plan of God lteaitdsrael.
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