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Exodus 4:1-17(In Exodus 3. Moses was called by God to returiaggpt to
bring the Hebrews out of bondage there. Moses tdjeio God’s call
explaining that he was not qualified nor was heigml enough to do what
God asked. God then explained the plan he had tmesl more fully. In
these verses, Moses continues to object to God's ca

Verse 1

Moses answered, “What if they do not believe méisten to me and

say, ‘YHWH did not appear to you?”

* See Exodus 3:16-18. There, God has already toleeMibeat the
elders of Israel, and through them the whole natiauld listen to
him. They would believe that YHWH had appearedito and had
sent him to them.

» Therefore, by raising this question, Moses is iating that he has
either not heard God or doubts God’s word.

Verse 2-5

Then YHWH said to him, “What is that in your hand?*A staff,” he

replied. YHWH said, “Throw it on the ground.” Mosethirew it on the

ground and it became a snake, and he ran from iheh YHWH said to

him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail3o Moses reached

out and took hold of the snake and it turned backo a staff in his

hand. “This,” said YHWH, “is so that they may bele that YHWH, the

God of their fathers -- the God of Abraham, the Goflisaac and the

God of Jacob -- has appeared to you.”

* Inresponse to Moses’ question, God gives Mosegthigns that will
prove that God has indeed visited him and sentthithem.

* God told Moses to throw his staff, the stick thatused to help herd
the sheep, onto the ground. When Moses did, tifiitb&teame a snake



and Moses was frightened. God then told Mosesdio ygp the snake
by the tail. When Moses obeyed, the snake becastadfaagain.

Verse 6-8

Then YHWH said, “Put your hand inside your cloak30 Moses put

his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out,was leprous, like

snow. “Now put it back into your cloak,” He said.d8Vloses put his
hand back into his cloak, and when he took it otityas restored, like
the rest of his flesh. Then YHWH said, “If they dwot believe you or
pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they maelieve the second.”

* Then God instructed Moses to put his hand in lwalclMoses did
and when he took his hand out of his cloak it waseced with
leprous sores. Leprosy is a disease that was gihathded by ancient
people. It was a disease that ate the flesh andeles/ed to be
highly contagious. Today, we have drugs that caat this disease,
and we know that its cause is poor diet. HowevelMoses' time, to
be leprous was considered a terrible curse.

* God then told Moses to put the leprous hand backhis cloak.
Moses did and this time, when he took his handbits cloak, it
was cured.

» Apparently, Moses was to have the ability to retr¢hese
miraculous signs at will to convince the Hebrewst tGod had visited
him and sent him to them.

Verse 9

“But if they do not believe these two signs or éstto you, take some

water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground@he water you take

from the river will become blood on the ground.”

» Justin case he needs it, Moses is armed withr@ tiraculous sign.
He will have the ability to turn river water dravinom the Nile into
blood just by pouring it out on the ground.

* There are several possible explanations for Gothgayiven Moses
these tools to use to convince the Hebrews aftenbdold Moses
that he need not worry because the elders wouidvaehim.

1. These signs were part of God’s plan from the bagmrHe
always intended to give Moses these signs so esnaince the
elders. However, God did not review them with Mostgn
He reviewed the plan.



2. These signs were given for Moses’ benefit as mgdio a
convince the people. The signs were actually gteavioses to
reassure Moses that God was able to provide foirnewery
situation.

3. Moses actually angered God by not taking God aivbisl. So
these signs became necessary because Moses viakynot
willing to trust the Lord’s provision. In Exodus2&, Moses
told his brother that God had “commanded him” tdfqguen
signs and in 4:29, Moses uses the signs even bitfeyeare
needed to convince the people. These facts indicatdvioses
had made himself dependent upon these signs ardditms
success to them, when in truth all he needed twadotrust
God.

Verse 10

Moses said to YHWH, “O Lord, | have never been aleqt, neither in

the past nor since you have spoken to your servaamm slow of speech

and tongue.”

» Moses now gives his fourth excuse for not being ébldo as God
requested of him. He is not “eloquent” and/or ievsof speech” and
“tongue.” Scholars suggest several ways of undedstg this excuse:

1. Moses may not be able to speak well in public. He mot be
able to speak impressively on the spot.

2. Moses may not speak Hebrew well or may speak Heluigw
an Egyptian accent which would make him suspettid¢o
Hebrews.

3. Perhaps Moses stuttered.

Regardless of the actual problem, Moses’ objedtidhat he is not
qualified to do what God is asking him to do. Seedus 3:11. This
time he is disqualified because of some probleatirej to his ability
to speak.

Verse 11-12

YHWH said to him, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makieim deaf

or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind?itswot I, YHWH?

Now go; | will help you speak and will teach you atto say.”

* Inresponse to the fourth excuse, God reminds Mibsede is the
one who provided humans with their mouth, theirseytc. He
reminds Moses that he can make a mouth work onstoking. He
promises to provide the words Moses will need toagdhe moment



when Moses needs to say them. Again, the pointoaf <3emarks is
that all Moses needs to do is trust God for Godl valp Moses with
his mission.

* In making this promise to Moses, God again urgestbitake the first
step, to “GO!”

Verse 13
But Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone els#otit.”

» At last we come to the heart of the matter. Mosessahot want the
assignment. All of the previous excuses were jtish@ts to avoid
this basic fact. Moses, simply, does not want &y phe part God has
chosen for him to play.

» As we shall see, Moses is free to make this datisiowever, it does
carry consequences.

Verse 14-16

Then YHWH's anger burned against Moses and he séW/hat about
your brother, Aaron, the Levite? | know he can speaell. He is already
on his way to meet you, and his heart will be glatien he sees you. You
shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; | Whelp both of you
speak and will teach you what to do. He will speakthe people for you,
and it will be as if he were your mouth and as iy were God to him.”

» The consequence of Moses’ constant refusal to @adtin this
matter is God’s anger which now flares. See Psdli§-3. Our
refusal to depend upon the provision of God, wiktdses is refusing
to do, will cause God'’s anger to flare againsttusoae point.

e Again, God reassures Moses that the current prolsetneady
resolved in God’s plan. God has already made pagiparfor Moses’
speech problem, His brother Aaron, who is elogusrdlready on his
way seeking Moses. He will be Moses’ spokesperGamal has
already provided the answer to each of Moses’ dlbjes. Moses
need fear nothing in accepting this assignmenYtWWH will take
care of his every need. God has overlooked notiioges only
needs to trust YHWH.

* The line*He will speak to the people for you,..., and asofiyvere
God to him,”is a very pointed remark. The relationship between
Moses and Aaron is a picture of what the relatignbetween God
and Moses should be, but is not. It is a pictdneltat our



relationship to God should be. We should trust @@dbsolutely as
Aaron trusted Moses.

Verse 17
“But take this staff in your hand so you can perfor miraculous signs
with it.”

» God’s final remark to Moses’ excuses is also vayied. He
knows that Moses has far more faith in miracles th@does in
God’s provision. So he points out Moses’ problentloying
Moses’ attention to the staff that he can turn mtnake. This
staff is Moses’ security blanket, not the provisadrithe Lord.

(There is one other interesting point of note iis tkext. Throughout this
passage when God speaks of himself or when theranitthe passage
speaks of God, the name used is always YHWH, the tiaat God gave
to Moses to give to the Hebrews, See Exodus 3:dwekker, Moses
refuses to use that name. Whenever Moses ref&@sdde calls him,
Lord. See verses 10 and 13. Moses has been taldhslshould call
God, but even in this he resists the will of God.)
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