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Exodus 7:14-24

Verse 14

Then YHWH said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unya#hg; he refuses

to let the people go.”

* This is now the problem. Pharaoh was the most polvean on the
earth at that time. He had refused to acknowledd@/¥ the God of
the Hebrews and so would not grant Moses’ requastenm God's
name to let the Hebrew people go into the desevbtship him.
Though YHWH has given him many opportunities tongthis
request, he has consistently refused. He hasmesttiup to oppose
the will of God.

Verse 15-16
“Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes out to thater. Wait on the
bank of the Nile to meet him, and take in your hatige staff that was
changed into a snake. Then say to him, 'YHWH, thedof the
Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my peoplesg that they may
worship me in the desert. But until now you havetristened.”
* Moses is given very specific instructions:
+ He is to go down to the place where Pharaoh baheh morning. As
the Nile was considered holy by the Egyptians, Rhdraoh thought to
be the representative of the Egyptian gods on gilaithmay have been a
ritualistic bath.
+ Moses is to wait for Pharaoh at this place onbdrek of the Nile with
the staff/snake in his hand. (See Exodus 7:8-13.)
+When Pharaoh comes, Moses is to deliver God’smaig upon
Pharaoh and Egypt. He is to begin by telling Phathaat what is about
to happen is about to happen because Pharaoh wolggant the
request of YHWH, the God of the Hebrews.



Verse 16-18

“This is what YHWH says: By this you will know thid am YHWH:

With the staff that is in my hand | will strike thevater of the Nile, and

it will be changed into blood. The fish in the Nileill die, and the river

will stink; the Egyptians will not be able to driniks water.”

* Moses is to tell Pharaoh that God’s humbling hanabiout to fall on
all Egypt because of him. As a result, Pharaoh kmitiw the power of
God and acknowledge him to be the God of the Hefarew

* God then told Moses what he was going to do. Uaiaigpn’s staff,
God will strike the water of the sacred river te thgyptians, the Nile,
changing it to blood. The fish would die and thedevavould stink
and become undrinkable.

Verse 19

YHWH said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staffna stretch out

your hand over the waters of Egypt -- over theestms and canals,

over the ponds and all the reservoirs’ -- and th&l turn to blood.

Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, even in the weaduckets and the

stone jars.”

= Not only is the water in the Nile changed to bided as Aaron,
acting according to Moses’ words, stretches oustaff, all water in
the land of Egypt turns to blood, even water alyeamllected in
wooden buckets and stone jars.

Verse 20-21

Moses and Aaron did just as YHWH had commanded. ndesed his

staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officiadsd struck the water

of the Nile, and all the water was changed into bth The fish in the

Nile died, and the river smelled so bad that theyfagans could not

drink its water. Blood was everywhere in Egypt.

» Moses and Aaron did exactly as God commanded tbeto aind the
result was exactly as God predicted it would be.

» Some Bible scholars contend that all of the plaguéswhich God
humbles Pharaoh have a natural explanation. Thiey pot that
every year the Nile floods and that when it doddistwith red
sediment that makes it look like blood. They codtdrat that is what
happened here, that the river was simply floodet vad sediment.
However, this explanation is entirely unsatisfagtior several
reasons:



1. The Bible says that the river turned to blood.désl not say
that it was flooded with red sediment that madesemble
blood. The Bible says this many times. If it wa$ lblood, the
Bible is an untrustworthy document.

2. Two, if it was red sediment, the people of Egyptigdchave
known that it was red sediment. They would sim@yén
allowed the sediment to settle out and used therwat

3. The text says that blood was everywhere in Egyqitjust in
the Nile. Even water in standing buckets and sjarseturned
to blood. This could not have happened if the Migs flooded.
How would the sediment have gotten into previolkections
of water and into ponds and puddles not connectdukt river?

Verse 22-24

But the Egyptian magicians did the same things beit secret arts,

and Pharaoh’s heart became hard; he would not list® Moses and

Aaron, just as YHWH had said. Instead, he turneddawent into his

palace, and did not take even this to heart. Antthe Egyptians dug

along the Nile to get drinking water, because theyuld not drink the
water of the river.

= Again the sign proves to be unreliable, for Egyptagicians are able
to duplicate it by the power of the secret arty giactice. They can
duplicate the very act of God.

» Consequently, Pharaoh is unimpressed. He simply baek into the
palace letting none of this effect his thinking. $t#l refuses to
acknowledge YHWH or to grant the request to letHlebrews go.

» The people of Egypt are forced to dig holes aldnagriver to find
acceptable drinking water. Their magicians canidagg the miracle
but they cannot reverse the judgment of God on £gyp

» Pharaoh’s refusal to acknowledge YHWH and honordusiest has
its effect, but not on Pharaoh and his officialse Tommon person
feels the first effect of judgment while Pharadhésart remains hard.
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