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Exodus 9:1-7

Verse 1

Then YHWH said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and sayhim, ‘This is

what YHWH, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let myop&e go, so that

they may worship me.”

» After God brought Pharaoh to his knees by bringjngts and flies on
the Egyptians, Pharaoh had agreed to honor Gogligeset by letting
the Hebrews go out into the desert to worship. Harehe quickly
changed his mind and refused to let the Hebrewsugto worship
God.

* So God sent Moses to Pharaoh to renew his request.

Verse 2-3
If you refuse to let them go and continue to holdeim back, the hand
of YHWH will bring a terrible plague on your livestk in the field ---
on your horses and donkeys and camels and on yaitle and sheep
and goats.
= Again, a curse is promised if Pharaoh refuses tmhthe request
of God concerning the Hebrew slaves in Egypt.
» This time the words of the text call for a “teralgplague” to fall on
the livestock of the Egyptians. The words are thass to indicate
a contagious epidemic. The animals will become aruk die (see
verse 7).
» Notice that the plague will only afflict those arals that are in the
fields of Egypt and that the animals to be afflicége horses,
donkeys, camels, cattle, sheep and goats.



Verse 4
But YHWH will make a distinction between the livesk of Israel and
that of Egypt, so that no animal belonging to theraelites will die.”
* As with the curse of the flies, the Hebrews wilt be affected by this
curse.

Verse 5-7a

YHWH set a time and said, “Tomorrow YHWH will do ighin the

land.” And the next day YHWH did it: All the livestk of the Egyptians

died, but not one animal belonging to the Israebtdied. Pharaoh sent

men to investigate and found that not even onelw inimals of the

Israelites had died

= Again, the curse is delayed for 24 hours. Butdtfdil at the very
time God had decreed and in exactly the way Godleacdeed.
Pharaoh carefully “checked out” the details andhtbil to be just as
God had said. Only Egyptian animals were afflidigdhis curse.

Verse 7b
Yet his heart was unyielding and he would not Ieetpeople go.

» This was the most sweeping curse to fall on Eggptiorses,
donkeys, and camels were the transportation systéfgypt.
Horses were the military vehicles of the day. Oadynpeople
traveled by donkey. Camels were the commercialclehof the
time. God struck the Egyptian system of transpnednd
collapsed it. If the national system of transpastatvas shut down
the economy of Egypt would be adversely effect€de deaths of
all cattle, sheep, and goats would also devasgyptis economy.
Religiously, Egypt worshipped Apis the bull and #aered cows
Ptah, Mnrvis, and Hathor by offering them sacrsgio sheep and
goats. This curse attacked Egypt on these thredslev

» But Pharaoh was unmoved. He refused to honor Gedisest.
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