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Matthew 28:11-15

Verse 11
While the women were on their way, some of the gisawent into the city
and reported to the chief priests everything thatchhappened.

* The women were on their way to accomplish the casion that
Jesus had given them; to go and tell the disciplaishe was risen and
that he would meet them in Galilee. See Matthew@8:

* When the women first came to the tomb they fourdgihards
rendered helpless by fear. See Matthew 28:4. Tépaesrls had been
given a specific mission. They were to guard tmeli@f Jesus so as
to keep his followers from stealing the body andrfg the
resurrection. They had failed in this mission. Tiaifure could have
resulted in their death. So some of the soldiersyder to cover
themselves and point to others for the group’sifailreported about
the happenings to the chief priests.

Verse 12-13
When the chief priests had met with the elders ateVised a plan, they
gave the soldiers a large sum of money, tellingrtheYou are to say, ‘His
disciples came during the night and stole him awalkile we were asleep.’
If this report gets to the governor, we will saysim and keep you out of
trouble.”
» The chief priests quickly consulted after they deée report of the
guards and devised a damage control plan:
+ First, they agreed to bribe the guards with gddmancial reward.
+ Second, the guards were to take blame for thaéaby claiming
that they had fallen asleep while on duty.
+ Third, the story that the guards were to telswaignore the actual
circumstances of the resurrection and to repottxbsus’ disciples
had come at night, crept past the sleeping guaaiselessly rolled



back the huge stone that sealed the entrance tortiie and stolen
the body of Jesus.

» The chief priests promised to take care of anyeissalated to the
soldiers’ failure while on duty, a crime punishabledeath, if the
governor heard about it and wanted to act agduestierelict soldiers.
This was what the soldiers hoped to gain by gainipé¢ chief priests
in the first place.

Verse 15
So the soldiers took the money and did as they wes&ucted. And this
story has been widely circulated among the Jewthis very day.

* The soldiers had nothing to lose and everythinggia by cooperating
with the chief priests. Not only were they savauhfrpotential
execution for dereliction of duty but they were egded financially
for cooperating with the priests.

» To this very day, as recently as Sunday, Marcl0872this tale is
still told, usually for the same reasons, finangiah and/or self-
protection. In the case of the soldiers, both eSéhreasons were
operative. The chief priests lied about the circdamses and
circulated this false report to protect themselMfedesus rose from the
dead, he was Israel’'s Messiah and the chief priregtded the case for
his crucifixion.
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