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Exodus 16:1-36

Verse 1

The whole Israelite community set out from Elim améme to the
Desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, thre fifteenth day of
the second month after they had come out of Egypt.

The journey continues to the Promised Land. Io& wne month
since Israel left Egypt. (See Exodus 12:2,6,29,31)

Verse 2-3
In the desert the whole community grumbled and cdaiped against
Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, “ifily we had died by
YHWH'’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots ofatt and ate all
the food we wanted, but you have brought us oubifitis desert to
starve this entirely assembly to death.”

Again, as at Yom Suph and Marah, the Israelitecanéronted with a
problem. At both Yom Suph and Marah, God intervetoelelp the
community of Israel in the face of overwhelmingcaimstances. In
both cases, without the help of the Israelites, &Guded the problem
and delivered the people.

Now Israel faces a new problem. Their food supplsunning low
and the desert land through which they passeditiledd offer to
solve the problem.

So Israel did as they had done twice before, at Boiph and Marah.
They grumbled and complained against the leaderdtipeir
community, Moses and Aaron. They said that it wdhdsle been
better if YHWH had just killed them in Egypt insteaf dying of
starvation in the desert.

A pattern of behavior has developed.



Verse 4-5

Then YHWH said to Moses, “I will rain down breaddm heaven for you.
The people are to go out each day and gather enotagghthat day. In this
way | will test them and see whether they will fml my instructions. On
the sixth day they are to prepare what they brimg and that is to be twice
as much as they gather on the other days.”

* At Yom Suph (Exodus 14:13-14), Moses made a baltkstent to
Israel in the face of her grumbling and complainileglaring that
YHWH would work on her behalf if she stood firmher faith. At
Marah, Moses cried out to God for help. Here, YHW#Hponds to the
grumbling and complaining without any action frono$4s.

 YHWH declares that he will rain down bread uporaédreach day
and so solve the problem. However, at Marah helsolkl that they
must listen to his word and do what he says andl tiey will see his
blessing. Here God puts Israel to the test tofsxey have heard his
words and will do as he says. Specific instructiaresgiven regarding
the bread.

* The testis designed to show Israel the probleray@rumble and
complain but they do not listen to the word of Gadl do what God
says.

Verse 6-8

So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “lhe evening you will
know that it was YHWH who brought you out of Egy@ind in the
morning you will see the glory of YHWH, because has heard your
grumbling against him. Who are we, that you showdumble against
us?” Moses also said, “You will know that it was Y¥H when he gives
you meat to eat in the evening and all the breadiygant in the morning,
because he has heard your grumbling against him. t\dre we? You are
not grumbling against us, but against YHWH.

* Moses tells the people that YHWH has heard theimgiaining and
will work on their behalf to solve the problem. Blays that God will
resolve the dilemma in such a way as to reveajlory to Israel,
once again.

» Moses also correctly identifies the real subjedsddel’s
complaining. Her problem is not with the leaderdBipd has
appointed over the community but with God himsisifael’'s problem
is her lack of faith in God to meet her variousdse



Verse 9-10

Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israeltemmunity, ‘Come
before YHWH, for he has heard your grumbling.” Wha Aaron was
speaking to the whole Israelite community, they keal toward the desert,
and there was the glory of YHWH appearing in theoad.

» Apparently the cloud which led Israel during the dad which
reminded the Israelites of God’s presence with thegan to burn
with visible flame. See Exodus 24:15-17. This haygokewhile the
community watched.

Verse 11-12

YHWH said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling tife Israelites. Tell
them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the nmieing you will be filled
with bread. Then you will know that | AM YHWH you&od.”

* As he did with Egypt, God takes great pains to stienslow
Israelites who he is. By caring for them, God afitsnio show Israel
that he is God. He will meet their need and they thill know who
he is and that he cares for them.

Verse 13-15

That evening quail came and covered the camp, amthie morning there
was a layer of dew around the camp. When the dew gane, thin flakes
like frost on the ground appeared on the deserioiloWhen the Israelites
saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” Feiney did not know what it
was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread YHWH Igigen you to eat.”

» That very evening, quail came miraculously into lgraelite camp so
that there was ample meat to eat. The next mothmground was
covered with white flakes. Israel did not know wttet flakes were
and said to each other, “What is it?” The Hebrewdnror “what is it”
is “manna.” Moses explained that it was the bread &nt them to
eat from heaven. In John 6:41-58 Jesus calls hirtreebread which
came down from heaven and so the manna givendel Isr the desert
becomes a type, or a symbol, of Jesus Christ.

Verse 16
“This is what YHWH has commanded: ‘Each one is tattper as much as
he needs. Take an omer for each person you havgour tent.”

» God’s instructions are repeated.



Verse 17-18

The Israelites did as they were told; some gatlieneuch, some little. And
when they measured it by the omer, he who gatheraeath did not have
too much, and he who gathered little did not hawefittle. Each one
gathered as much as he needed.

* Miraculously, God made it impossible for the pedplelo what he
had told them not to do, although some tried. Nttendaow much or
how little they gathered, everyone had exactly amer of manna for
each person who lived in his tent. They were fortcedio exactly as
God had said in this.

Verse 19-20

Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep anyt aintil morning.”
However, some of them paid no attention to Mosé®\ kept part of it
until morning, but it was full of maggots and began smell. So Moses
was angry with them.

» Again God speaks instruction to the people thradglses about not
hording manna. It is unnecessary since God wilpsughe bread
every day. God speaks and Israel is supposed@a lis his word and
do what he says.

* However, some of the people disregard the instiastof the Lord
and do as they please and as makes sense to theyntry to horde
manna.

* But God has made this impossible. When they tiyai@le manna, it
spoils and cannot be eaten.

 Remember that God is testing the people. He iadrio show them
that if they listen to his words and do as he sty will be blessed.

Verse 21-26

Each morning everyone gathered as much as he needad when the sun
grew hot, it melted away. On the sixth day, theylgaed twice as much --
two omers for each person -- and the leaders of toexmunity came and
reported this to Moses. He said to them, “This ikat YHWH
commanded: ‘Tomorrow is to be a day of rest, a h8gbbath, to YHWH.
So bake what you want to bake and boil what you wanboil. Save
whatever is left and keep it until morning.”™ So #y saved it until

morning, as Moses commanded, and it did not stimkget maggots in it.
“Eat it today,” Moses said, “because today is a $akth to YHWH. You



will not find any of it on the ground today. Six ga you are to gather it,
but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will hetany.”

* God extends the test. In the midst of the old kawew one is given
For six days each week there will be manna on tbergl every
morning. However, on the seventh day, there wilhbenanna. This
Is because the seventh day is to be a day ofa&sibbath. No manna
will fall and no work is to be done among the l$itas. The food for
the seventh day is to be prepared on the sixth day.

» The expectation is that Israel will listen to therds of God and obey
his instructions.

Verse 27-30
Nevertheless, some of the people went out on thversin day to gather it,
but they found none. Then YHWH said to Moses, “Haang will you
refuse to keep my commands and my instructions? Baanind that
YHWH has given you the Sabbath; that is why on ®igth day he gives
you bread for two days. Everyone is to stay wheeadon the seventh day;
no one is to go out.” So the people rested on theenth day.
» Once again, some the people failed to listen aecefore did not do
as YHWH had instructed. God calls this failurelte people’s
attention and patiently explains and reiteratesrteguctions.

Verse 31-34

The people of Israel called the bread manna. It wakite like coriander
seed and tasted like wafers made with honey. Masgg, “This is what
YHWH has commanded: ‘Take an omer of manna and keefor the
generations to come, so they can see the bread/egau to eat in the
desert when | brought you out of Egypt.” So Mossaid to Aaron, “Take
a jar and put an omer of manna in it. Then placebefore YHWH to be
kept for the generations to come. As YHWH commandéakses, Aaron
put the manna in front of the Testimony, that it gt be kept.

* Yet another instruction comes to Israel from Gddtesl to the
manna. A jar of it is to be kept to remind futuengrations of God’s
provision for Israel in the desert. This new instion is given to
Moses and it is immediately complied with. Thegdmanna is
immediately set aside according to God’s instrutidVioses’ action
becomes an example for God'’s reluctant people enyegeneration.



Verse 35-36
The Israelites ate manna forty years, until theyma to a land that was
settled; they ate manna until they reached the bardf Canaan. (An omer
Is one tenth of an ephah.)

» God’s special provision for Israel lasted as loagtavas needed.
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