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Exodus 19:7-19

Verse 7
So Moses went back and summoned the elders of gmple and set
before them all the words YHWH had commanded hinsfzeak.

In Exodus 19:1-6, Moses was told to consecrat@éople of Israel,

to set them apart for God’s use. He was giveneetistep process for
accomplishing this task.

The first step was to tell the people what God $&d. Here, Moses
accomplishes that step in part. He calls togetheetders, the leaders
of the people, and tells them what God had saits ientirety.

Verse 8
The people all responded together, “We will do etbmg YHWH has
said.” So Moses brought their answer back to YHWH.

God told Moses that if the people would listen toatvhe said and do
it, he would bless them. When the people heard $offler of
blessing they agreed to do what he said. Theisawtiwvas without
deceit and freely made.

Having heard the agreement of the people, Mosased to tell God
what had been decided.

Verse 9a
YHWH said to Moses, “| am going to come to you irdanse cloud, so
that the people will hear me speaking with you awdl always put their
trust in you.”

God intends to appear to Moses in a special andatra way. He will
descend on the mountain in a thick cloud or foge ¢loud will hide
Moses and God from the sight of the people, buptaple will hear
God speaking to Moses from inside the cloud.



» The purpose of this drama is to reinforce Mosests& role and to
encourage the people to trust him.

Verse 9b-11

Then Moses told YHWH what the people had said. AftdWH said to
Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate thedayoand tomorrow.
Have them wash their clothes and be ready bytthed day, because on
that day YHWH will come down on Mount Sinai ifé sight of all the
people.”

* Moses told God that the people had agreed to listevhat God said
and then to do what God said. They would keeghalMtords of the
Lord.

* Inresponse to the decision of the people to listdms words and to
do them, God prepared to bless Israel. He told Bltsgo and
prepare the people for his coming. Moses was teamate them. He
was to set them apart for God. Israel was to takeftlll days to
prepare for God’s coming.

» The first step in their preparation was to waslrttiething.

Verse 12-13

“Put limits for the people around the mountain anell them, ‘Be

careful that you do not go up the mountain or touthe foot of it.

Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be putath. He shall

surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a handasbe laid on him.

Whether man or animal, he shall not be permittedliee.” Only when

the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they go optlte mountain.”

* Here is the first test on the peoples’ resolvelieyoeverything that
God says. The mountain is to be roped off on thd thay and no
person or animal, other than Moses, is to be p&rditb go up on the
mountain or even come close to it. If this rulérisken, the person or
animal that violated it is to be executed.

* This is an apparently senseless rule. The peopl@aimnals of Israel
have been permitted upon the mountain before. Buhis day the
regular practice is changed. They will be permitiedess to the
mountain again after the shofar sounds. But ondhys they must not
go up on the mountain. God has spoken. Will Isphely?



Verse 14- 15
After Moses had gone down the mountain to the pegple consecrated
them, and they washed their clothes. Then he saithe people,
“Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain frosexual relations.”

In verse 9b through 13 God tells Moses how to peefiae people for
his visit. Two specific commands are given. Theytarwash their
clothing and stay off the mountain. In verse 15 &%oadds an
additional rule. He says that they are to refraom¥ sexual relations
until after the third day. The dilemma is wheres ttule came from.
Clearly God did not utter it. The question istitame from Moses, is
it binding on the people.

Most often, this dilemma is resolved by relating ttule to the laws
of consecration found later in the book of Exodiuse ceremonial law
made such an obligation on priests, etc. 1 Sanludl@indicates that
even non-priests were considered ceremonially andlethey had
had sexual relations too close to a ceremonialtettawever, these
laws and customs do not appear before the isstitigedaw to
Moses, an event which has not yet happened inaelad this text.

It appears that Moses introduced this rule in otdgrepare the
people. Apparently he knew that they needed to keeip mind and
their bodies right before the Lord to prepare priypir the Lord’s
coming on the third day. This is part of what harsan God’s
command to the people to “be ready” (verse 11).éddakes the
liberty of interpreting what God’s command includesthe people of
Israel.

Verse 16

On the morning of the third day there was thundend lightning,
with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a veryud trumpet blast.
Everyone in the camp trembled.

At the appointed time, God came with signs to anethis arrival
that frightened Israel even though they were expgdttim.

Verse 17

Then Moses led the people out of the camp to me#t @od, and they
stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai waevered with smoke,
because YHWH descended on it in fire. The smokélied up from it
like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain treted violently, and



the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder.&fhMoses spoke

and the voice of God answered him.

» The symbols that announce God’s arrival on the rteonrare
consistent with his self revelation throughout eek of Exodus. He
comes in fire as he first appeared on the moumdaoses in the
burning bush. He comes as smoke as he revealeélhimésrael
throughout the journey from Egypt. He appeared@swad or as
smoke by day. He reveals himself in mighty signprtmvoke notice
of his presence. The mentioned of the furnace iiertond Israel of
her years baking bricks in the kilns of Egypt.

* When Moses speaks, God answers. The time has aurtieef
blessing of the Lord.
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