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Exodus 22:1-15

(Beginning with Exodus 21 we enter a difficult getof the book of Exodus which deals
with the working out of the 10 commandments prali{i@and the ceremonial
expectations of the law. Often, these passageskapped over by Christians as having
little to do with our modern, New Testament lifewéver, 2 Timothy 3:16 says that all
Scripture is inspired and profitable for our insttion. Therefore, we will study these
sections of the Bible over the next several week#idw the Holy Spirit to lead us to the
truth they contain.)

Verse 1

“If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughter®itsells it, he must

pay back five head of cattle for the ox and fouredp for the sheep.”

 The Ten Commandments says, “Thou shall not st8ake’ Exodus
20:15. It means that you shall not take propergéy belongs to
another. The following section deals with specimlations of this
law.

* The first example concerns sheep and cattle. licutare of the time
sheep and cattle were a person’s wealth. To haabamndance of
such things meant that you were well off. To takeeson’s livestock
was to take his wealth. It would be equivalentteabng money in our
day.

* The penalty is simple. If you take a man’s caittay must restore it to
him five times over. If you take his sheep you nmastore it to him
four times over. It is not enough to just give badiat you took. You
must give it back with a very high penalty.

Verse 2-3a

“If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck sthat he dies, the
defender is not guilty of bloodshed, but if it hagps after sunrise, he is
guilty of bloodshed.”



If you catch someone breaking into your house gtitniyou are
justified if you hit him and he dies. However ietsame thing
happens in day light and the thief dies you wilhe¢d guilty of
murder.

This may seem strange but the time of day chargess$ue because
other alternatives are available. In daylight ofeople could be
called to assist you to stop the thief. The autlesriwould be
available. The situation is not so desperate irdthdight as it is at
night.

The point is that even under such circumstancésese, people are
required to act with reason.

Verse 3b-4

“A thief must certainly make restitution, but if h@as nothing, he must be
sold to pay for his theft. If the stolen animal fsund alive in his
possession -- whether ox or donkey or sheep -- histnpay back double.”

The point raised from verse 4 to verse 15 deals laws of
restitution. The principle is that a thief is reepal to make restitution
for his crime. If you take something that belongsdmeone else, it is
not enough to return what was taken. There isalsenalty that must
be paid for taking it.

This first example involving the theft of animalaynseem
contradictory to verse 1. However the differencthésstate of the
animal at the time of its recovery. In verse & éimimal was
slaughtered. In these verses, it is recovered.alive

Here the thief is required to pay back double wigatook.

Verse 5

“If a man grazes his livestock in a field or vineyéand lets them stray
and the graze in another man’s field, he must malestitution from the
best of his own fields or vineyard.”

If a man’s animals destroy the fields of anothiee, tnan must restore
what the animals ate from the other man’s fieldgiving the other
man the best that his fields produce.

Verse 6

“If a fire breaks out and spreads into thornbushes that it burns shocks
of grain or standing grain or the whole field, thene who started the fire
must make restitution.”



» The point remains the same. If you start a firechwldamages the
property of another, you are responsible to restdrat was lost in the
fire.

Verse 7-9

“If a man gives his neighbor silver or goods for fekeeping and they

are stolen from the neighbor’s house, the thiefhé is caught, must

pay back double. But if the thief is not found, tleevner of the house
must appear before the judges to determine whethehas laid his
hands on the other man’s property. In all casesilkégal possession of
an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or any otlust broperty about
which somebody says, ‘This is mine,” both partiee & bring their
cases before the judges. The one whom the judgetade guilty must
pay back double to his neighbor.”

If property is entrusted to another and a thiedisté, when the thief

Is caught he must pay back twice as much as he took

* The problem occurs when the thief is not caughé assumption
would be that the man to whom the property wasustgd took it.
Therefore the case must be decided in court. Thisida of the
judges is considered final.

* The same thing is true whenever there is doubteei®@ ownership of
any property. The case must be taken to courtd&oesion of the
judges is considered final.

* The one found guilty must pay back twice as mucheatok.

Verse 10-13

“If a man gives a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or anjp@tanimal to his

neighbor for safekeeping and it dies or is injured is taken away while

no one is looking, the issue between them will leétled by the taking of
an oath before YHWH that the neighbor did not layhds on the other
person’s property. The owner is to accept this, ararestitution is
required. But if the animal was stolen from the mgribor, he must make
restitution to the owner. If it was torn to piecéy a wild animal, he
shall bring in the remains as evidence and he wifit be required to
pay for the torn animal.”

» If a man entrusts the keeping of an animal to kighbor and the
animal is injured or logfThe word, “taken away” means “driven
away.” The animal was not stolen but for some reasandered off
on its own.)the man to whom it was entrusted must swear antoat



God that he did not take the animal or was notaesible for its
injury. The owner of the animal is to accept thenim@ath to God as
truthful. No other restitution is required.

» [f the animal was stolen while being watched oweth® neighbor,
restitution according to the rules above must bdaria the owner.

» If the animal is killed by wild beasts, and he pd®s evidence of that
fact, he is not required to do more.

Verse 14-15

“If a man borrows an animal from his neighbor and is injured or dies

while the owner is not present, he must make regkitn. But if the

owner is with the animal, the borrower will not hawto pay. If the

animal was hired, the money paid for the hire coséhe loss.”

* |If you borrow an animal and it dies or is injur@dyour care, you are
responsible and must pay the owner back twice atiras the animal
IS worth.

* However, if the owner was present when the anineal dr was
Injured, you are not responsible because the owasipresent.

» If the animal was hired, there is no responsibligyond the cost of
the hire.
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