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John 12:1-11

Verse 1
Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Beyh where Lazarus
lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.

» During the last week of Jesus’ life he stayed ithBry at the house
of his good friend Lazarus. This text discusseditseday of Jesus’
visit at Lazarus’ home.

* Previously, Lazarus had become sick and died. Jasexd him from
the dead. See John 11 for that story.

Verse 2
Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha sed, while Lazarus
was among those reclining at the table with him,
» Lazarus held a dinner party on the evening of Jestsal in
Bethany. His sister, Martha, who lived in Lazarosi$e, was in
charge of the preparations and the serving of tha.m

Verse 3

Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expews perfume; she
poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet withr Inair. And the house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

* Nard is the name of a plant from which an expengarfume was
extracted. A pint of such perfume would have beeny costly.

* Mary, Lazarus’ other sister, poured the entire pinperfume on
Jesus’ feet. This is extremely unusual. Normalhg, head was
anointed with perfume, not the feet. Mary then wligesus’ feet dry
with her hair. This was very abnormal. Polite, wekd women in
Jesus’ day did not unbraid their hair in publicwdman who wore
her down would have been taken for a prostituterytdaction would
have been considered scandalous as well as exéii@vag



* The meaning of Mary’s action is difficult to fullynderstand. First, it
Is an act of humility. When a guest arrived, inrager Jewish home at
that time, servants washed the guest’s feet. Whsereasonable to
assume that Lazarus’ servants washed the feeltlubgjuests,
including Jesus, Mary plays the part of a servgntéashing Jesus’
feet again. She was Lazarus’ sister, yet she pheeysole of a servant
by washing Jesus’ feet. Second, it is an act obtiew. Jesus had
raised her brother from the dead. Mary was excealiy grateful to
Jesus. She pours the expensive perfume on hitofebbw the extent
of her gratitude.

Verse 4-6

But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who wagdr to betray him,
objected, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the neyrngiven to the poor?
It was worth a year's wages.” He did not say thisdause he cared about
the poor but because he was a thief; as keepehefrhoney bag, he used
to help himself to what was put into it.

» There were probably many people who found Marytsavéor
guestionable. However, it was only Judas Iscartod werbally
objected. He questioned what Mary did becausesaxtravagance.
He pointed out that Mary’s perfume could have b&ad for a year’s
wages and the money gotten for it used to helptoes.

* The text tells us the Judas’ real concern was piateatcess to the
money gotten from the perfume not any real contmrthe poor.

Verse 7-8

“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intendé¢kat she should save
this perfume for the day of my burial. You will alys have the poor
among you, but you will not always have me.”

» Jesus told Judas to stop criticizing Mary becatisenat she had
done. He said that she had saved the perfumedatei of his burial.
The phrase, “day of,” is best translated, “timé ble was saying that
the time of his burial was at hand. Perfumes aintespvere used to
prepare bodies for burial. In saying this, Jesdgates that he knew
that his death was only a few days away.

» Jesus’ remark about the poor simply means tha¢ tisealways an
opportunity to help the poor. However, the timénsf death was
Immediate. Mary’s act was appropriate becauseeirttmediacy of
his death.



Verse 9-11
Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesswas there and
came, not only because of him but also to see Lagawhom he had
raised from the dead. So the chief priests madenplto kill Lazarus as
well, for on account of him many of the Jews wereigg over to Jesus and
putting their faith in him
* Inthose times, dinner parties collected a greal dkeattention.
People gathered outside of wealthy homes to watelyuests come to
the party. Lazarus was a wealthy man. People woaNg gathered to
watch his guests come and go. But the crowd wa®reaen larger
when it was learned that Jesus was among the giéstpeople
wanted to see him about whom they had heard so .munchsince
Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazaruals@a bit of a
celebrity.
» Jesus’ popularity, as well as that of Lazarus, &atl the chief priests.
The priests laid plans to kill both Jesus and Lazar
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