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Mark 8:1-13

Verse1-3

During those days another large crowd gathered. &rthey had nothing
to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and sédichave compassion for
these people; they have already been with me tlu@gs and have nothing
to eat. If | send them home hungry, they will cotlae on the way, because
some of them have come a long distance.”

» See Mark 6:30-44. In that passage, Jesus is cdatfanth a similar
situation, a hungry crowd of more than 5000 pedpigh just five
small loaves and two fish he feeds the entire griviple some
scholars think this is the retelling of the samerg\because of the
similarities between the two, the details makddacthat this is a
second event. However it is very similar to thetfir

Verse 4-5

His disciples answered, “But where in this remotiagpe can anyone get
enough bread to feed them?” “How many loaves do ymave?” Jesus
asked. “Seven,” they replied.

* The situation is much as it was in chapter 6. Téreyin a remote
place. The available supply is woefully insuffidieén feed so many.
This time, just seven loaves of bread. There iapmarent alternative
supply. It is impossible to feed so many peopld\sit little.

» But...we have been here before. You would think thatdisciples
would be reasoning, “We have been in this situdbefore. Jesus can
do what seems to be impossible to us.” You wouldktthat they
would remember the previous similar experience.

Verse6-7

He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. Whea had taken the seven
loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gavaerthie his disciples to
set before the people, and they did so. They h&ehasmall fish as well; he
gave thanks for them also and told the disciplesdistribute them.
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» Just as he did in chapter 6, Jesus organized thedcgave thanks for
the available supply and told his disciples to ghefood to the
people.

Verse 8-10

The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward thecthles picked up seven
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left overofibfour thousand men
were present. And having sent them away, he gat thie boat with his
disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha.

* Once again the too little that was available prowelde more than
enough in the hands of Jesus The seven small |dest¢te crowd of
over 4000 with seven basketfuls of leftovers.

* The surprise in all this is the disciples’ behaviliney do not seem to
have any recollection of the previous event.

Verse 1l
The Pharisees came and began to question Jesude$bhim, they asked
him for a sign from heaven.

* Review the previous seven chapters of Mark’'s Gosfml will
discover that Jesus has given them sign after sigluding twice
feeding a multitude of people with almost nothiBgt, like the
disciples, these signs seem to have gone unnotaedow the
authorities ask Jesus for one more sign, implhyivag this time they
will catch it!

Verse 12-13

He sighed deeply and said, “Why does this generaask for a
miraculous sign? | tell you the truth, no sign wibbe given to it.” Then he
left them, got back into the boat and crossed te tither side.

» The simple fact is that Jesus had given these pesigih after sign to
show them who he was. But they had not caught #senmg of
anything he had done. In their ignorance, theyhaskto do another
miracle to prove to them that he is of God. He sefuto do so and
departs from them. He is apparently disgusted thitise who should
know but refuse to see.
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