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THIS IS THE GOSPEL
The greatest sermon ever preached by a Christian
preacher is recorded in 1 Corinthians 15 and the first two
verses of Chapter 16. St. Paul begins, “I declare unto you
the gospel.” That is the duty of every Christian. One may
talk about history, discuss the events of the day, reveal his
knowledge of great literature, and of other things and be a
wonderful person in every way, but it is only the gospel
which really has power.

The word “gospel” comes from two Greek words which
mean “good news,” and that is what the gospel is. One
may say that diphtheria is a bad disease. That would be
true but it is not the gospel. But if one says there is a
vaccine which prevents diphtheria or a medicine which
cures it, then that would be good news.

To say that the world is bad may, in part, be true but it is
not the gospel. Likewise to say that a man is a sinner. But
to proclaim the fact that there is a Savior that can make the
world good and can redeem a man from his sins; that is the
gospel. When the gospel is preached, it is a message of
assurance and hope. It gives men a new faith, joy and
peace. It can result in the salvation of a soul.

A very capable and highly respected scientist was telling
about some of the new drugs that are available to help
those who have a particular illness. We can thank God for
what is being done in this field. However, that scientist also
said “We will never discover any drugs that can bring
peace to a human life such as the peace that can be found
at the altar of the Lord Jesus Christ.” The gospel does work
wonders.

Take, for example, a man who was bankrupt both
financially and in his life. The courts had taken what he had
to apply to his debts and in his heart he felt only despair.
He started going to a church that used as its theme, “Only
believe, only believe, all things are possible, only believe.”
The sermons proclaimed the gospel that no man is
hopeless; that there is a solution to every problem. These
great truths began to take hold of that man’s mind. He
made a new start. Now, he has paid off every cent he
owed, and he has a good life. There are countless stories

of those who were heavily burdened by a load of guilt. They
knew they had done wrong and felt bitter remorse. Then
they heard the true gospel of forgiveness, believed,
accepted its truths, met the conditions and found that their
sins were taken away, the guilt removed and a new chance
was theirs.

When the gospel is preached it has great power. It always
does good. Here then is the gospel message as presented
in 1 Corinthians 15

CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS
The Christian gospel begins with that fact. Leave that out
and nothing is left. First, we remind ourselves that Jesus
believed in something strong enough to die for it. That
ought to be an example to every Christian.

Also, His death on the cross was a revelation of God’s
love. And as Jesus was on the cross, man could see
something of the love which is eternally burning in the heart
of God. But the death of Christ on the cross meant more.
Something happened that day, some mighty deed was
accomplished which forever makes a difference in man’s
relationship with God. We sing, “What can wash away our
sins?” and we answer, “Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”
We cannot explain it, but we believe and experience it
through faith.

CHRIST ROSE FROM THE DEAD
That is the second great truth of the gospel. Man had done
his worst. We recall those shameful trials, the march up
Calvary, Jesus being stripped, nails driven through his
flesh, the ridicule of the crowd and His death. Then God
took over. The earth began to shake, the soldiers guarding
the tomb became as dead men, an angel came and rolled
the stone away, life came into the burying place, and the
conqueror of death came striding down the garden path at
sunrise.

God is not powerless. Man cannot finally defeat God’s
plans and purposes. God did give to man a free will and
sometimes man does do terrible things, but after man has
gone his limit, God can and does act. Man cannot destroy
God. And the gospel proclaims the fact of a living, reigning
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Christ.

CHRIST DIED, CHRIST LIVES – those are the first two
foundations of the Christian gospel.

WE, TOO, SHALL LIVE
Man shall live beyond death, also. The Apostle declares: O
death, where is thy sting? O grave where is thy
victory...thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Christian faith is never so triumphant as in the hour of
death. With other faiths death is a blind alley to oblivion or,
at best, a speculation of a hope that there is life beyond.
But because of the fact of Christ’s resurrection, Christians
are certain and sure of their own eternal life.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
We should be loyal to it. The Apostle said, Therefore, my
brethren, be steadfast unmovable. 
When one enters into the fellowship of Christ for the real
and true reason, belief in the Christian gospel, he will never
allow anything to separate him from that fellowship. And he
will keep growing and growing as he fixes his eyes on the
Lord.

BLOOD DRIVE REPORT
Thank you to everyone who took the time to come and
donate blood at our recent blood drive. God bless you for
giving this gift of life. THANKS TO EACH AND EVERYONE
OF YOU WHO TOOK THE TIME TO BE A LIFESAVER!
And to our volunteers as well. You did a GREAT job!

READ YOUR BIBLE
Continuing to provide suggested passages to help you toward
achieving the discipline of studying God’s Word, please use the
following as your guide for the month of April.  We will never
understand how to walk the Jesus way unless we immerse
ourselves in the guidebook He has provided -- the Bible.
April
1.   Luke 24:13-35 16. Psalm 119:129-144
2.   Luke 24:36-49 17. ���������	
���
�
3.   John 20:19-23 18. Matthew 4:1-11
4.   John 20:24-31 19. 2 Timothy 3:10-17
5.   John 21:1-19 20. 1 Samuel 17:41-51a
6.   Acts 13:26-43 21. Daniel 1:1-17
7.   1 Corinthians 15:1-11 22. Daniel 3:13-28
8.   1 Corinthians 15:12-28 23. Daniel 6:6-24
9.   1 Corinthians 15:50-58 24. Acts 4:5-22
10. 2 Corinthians 4:7-15 25. Acts 4:23-31
11. Ephesians 4:17-24 26. Acts 6:8-15
12. Colossians 3:1-17 27. Psalm 3:1-8
13. Psalm 19:7-14 28. Psalm 4:1-8
14. Psalm 119:1-16 29. Psalm 27:1-14
15. Psalm 119:33-48 30. Psalm 91:1-16

THOUGHTS TO PONDER
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DID JESUS REALLY RISE FROM THE DEAD?
Through the ages there have been many religious leaders
making great claims for the religions which they founded.
Some of the things which they have taught have been
good. This fact has led many people to believe that all
religions are of God. So it is often said that Christianity is
just another religion in the families of faith and that if a
person is sincere in any belief he will get to heaven as
surely as does the true believer in Christ.
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ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, THIS VIEW IS NOT TRUE.
Christianity by its very genius declares that it is right and
that all other religions are false. The bodily resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the grave is the outstanding proof of the
true character of Christianity and its claims. 

Did Christ really rise from the dead? This is one of the
most important questions in the world! If He did, then
Christianity is the only true faith. It is God’s responsibility to
prove this to the world.

When the priesthood of Aaron was questioned (Numbers
17), God challenged the false priests, with Aaron, to put a
dead, wooden rod in the place of worship overnight. In the
morning Aaron’s rod had miraculously budded, blossomed
and bore fruit. By the giving of life out of death God
silenced the pretenders and confirmed Aaron’s divine
appointment.

In like manner, God challenges all the founders of religious
movements in the world to lay down their bodies in death
and to prove their divine appointment by bodily
resurrection.  All have died and been buried. Christ alone
came bodily out of the grave! Then during a period of forty
days and nights He appeared to His disciples and at one
time to 500 believers. The testimony of these many
witnesses confirmed His resurrection.

This glorious fact transformed a group of discouraged and
despondent disciples who had gone dejectedly back to
their earthly tasks. They became a band of flaming
evangelists who turned their world upside down by their
preaching that Jesus Christ rose again from the grave. The
existence of the Christian churches proves that He did rise
from the dead. There would never have been a Christian
movement had He remained buried.

Further, it has been demonstrated for 2000 years that
when a person will believe in the heart and confess with the
mouth that He died and rose again, these simple facts
become the power of God unto salvation in his life.  The
Apostle Paul wrote the following to the church at Corinth,
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you...
how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scriptures (1 Corinthians
15:1-4).

Multitudes have been completely transformed in a
miraculous manner by the power of this Gospel, indicating
conclusively that the body of our Lord does not lie in the
tomb. He lives, and is today transforming lives. This proof
is demonstrated constantly in the crucible of human
experience. Every day in many places this fresh evidence
can be observed.

Because He lives He has a claim on your life. He calls you
to come with your sins and in simple faith to receive Him as
your Savior.

The resurrected Christ said, Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him,  and
he with me  (Revelation 3:20).

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
“Justice – When you get what you deserve
Mercy – When you don’t get what you deserve
Grace – When you get what you don’t deserve�
Aren’t we all glad that God offers us mercy and grace
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Did you know that an eagle knows when a storm is
approaching long before it breaks? The eagle will fly to
some high spot and wait for the winds to come. When the
storm hits, it sets its wings so that the wind will pick it up
and lift it above the storm. While the storm rages below,
the eagle is soaring above it.  The eagle does not escape
the storm. It simply uses the storm to lift it higher. It rises
on the winds that bring the storm.

When the storms of life come upon us – and all of us will
experience them, we can rise above them by setting our
minds and our belief toward God. The storms do not have
to overcome us. We can allow God’s power to lift us above
them. God enables us to ride the winds of the storm that
bring sickness, tragedy, failure and disappointment in our
lives. We can soar above the storm.

Remember, it is not the burdens of life that weigh us down,
it is how we handle them. The Bible says, “Those who hope
in the Lord will renew their strength. They will SOAR ON
WINGS LIKE EAGLES” Isaiah 40:31.

Watch the power of God work in your life doing the thing
that you know He loves – taking care of His children.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“One rainy afternoon I was driving along one of the main
streets of town taking those extra precautions necessary
when the roads are wet and slick.

Suddenly my son spoke up from his relaxed position in the
front seat. ‘Mom, I’m thinking of something.’

This announcement usually meant he had been pondering
some fact for a while and was now ready to expound all
that his seven-year-old mind had discovered.

I was eager to hear. ‘What are you thinking?’ I asked.  ‘The
rain,’ he began, ‘is like sin and the windshield wipers are
like God, wiping our sins away.’

After the chill bumps raced up my arms I was able to
respond. ‘That’s really good, son.’



April 2008 THE NEWSLETTER Page 4

Then my curiosity broke in. How far would this little boy
take this revelation? So I asked... ‘Do you notice how the
rain keeps on coming? What does that tell you?’

My son didn’t hesitate a moment with his answer: ‘We keep
on sinning and God just keeps on forgiving us.’

Who can drive in the rain again without thinking of this
one???”

MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS
The annual event for Mothers and Daughters at
Cornerstone is scheduled for Monday, May 19. Every
woman is either a mother or a daughter, so every woman
is invited to participate in this exciting event.

FATHERS AND SONS
Save the date NOW! We are planning an evening for
fathers and sons on Friday, June 6. Every father and son
is invited to attend! 

YOUTH NEWS
DON’T FORGET!!
The EXTREME (Youth Fellowship for grades 6-12) -
WEDNESDAYS, 6:45-8:30 pm weekly, including EXTREME
WORSHIP! Come and experience it! Bring your friends!!Youth
Bible Fellowship - for Jr & Sr High - 9:30 am Sunday mornings
Worship Celebrations - Sundays at 8:15 and 10:45 am
PLEASE HELP US OUT!
ACME RECEIPTS
We are still accepting receipts from Acme Markets. Please help
the youth group raise funds by donating your cash register
receipts.  Thank you. KEEP THOSE RECEIPTS COMING! Every
bit helps! Look for the container in the coat room  for your
receipts.
EMPTY INKJET PRINTER CARTRIDGES
Please donate your empty inkjet printer cartridges to the youth
group to be recycled. A container is placed in the coat room  to
receive your donations. KEEP THOSE CARTRIDGES COMING!
We appreciate every bit of help we receive.
EVENTS for YOUTH  
March 19 & 26 - The EXTREME
March 19 - Worship RAVE
April 2,9,16,23 & 30 - The EXTREME
April 16 - Worship RAVE

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR 30-HOUR YOUTH
WORLD HUNGER LOCK IN FUND RAISER - WE
RAISED $1,523.00 TO HELP World Vision feed the
STARVING CHILDREN of the world.  We are very proud
of all our young people who participated.

CHILDREN’S NEWS
COOL KIDS - Children, 4 years old up through grade 3 are
invited to participate in COOL Kids on Sunday mornings at both
the 8:15 and 10:45 celebration services.  Following the praise
time and the reading of scripture in the BIG Room, kids are
dismissed to THE CHILDREN’S HOUSE # 1.  COOL Kids
(Children Of Our Lord Kids) helps kids learn to celebrate Christ
in a way they enjoy and become excited about. 

KIDZ ��� � NE - is a Sunday evening fun-packed spiritual
enrichment program for kids pre-K through 5th grade. In each
zone, there is an age-appropriate Bible lesson and lots of games
and activities just for kids

JOIN US SUNDAY NIGHTS AT 6-7:30PM

DISTURBING NEWS
On Friday, April 25, several thousand schools across the
nation will be observing “Day of Silence (DOS).” DOS is a
nationwide push to promote the homosexual lifestyle in
public schools.

American Family Association is joining other family-
oriented groups in urging Christian parents to keep their
children at home that day if their local school is
participating in the DOS project. By remaining silent, the
intent of the pro-homosexual students is to disrupt the
classes while promoting the homosexual lifestyle.

DOS is sponsored by an activist homosexual group, the
Gay , Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN).
DOS leads the students to believe that every person who
identifies as a homosexual, bisexual or cross-dresser is a
victim of ongoing, unrelenting harassment and hate.
Students are taught that homosexuality is a worthy lifestyle,
homosexuality has few or no risks, and individuals are born
homosexual and cannot change. Those who oppose such
teaching are characterized as ignorant and hateful bigots.

WHAT SHOULD PARENTS DO? Check with your local
school principal to see if your child’s school will be
participating in DOS. If the school is participating, notify
other parents about DOS and ask them to join in keeping
their children out of school on that day.  So far, Coatesville
area schools are not participating in this event. However,
Downingtown School District is.

THE RESCUE MISSION
The film Saving Private Ryan dramatized the rescue of a
U.S. Army paratrooper in World War II. Three of Private
James Ryan’s brothers had been killed in battle, leaving
only the young soldier to carry on his family’s name.
Captain John Miller and his squad rescued Private Ryan in
a feat that cost the captain and several of his men their
own lives. Many gave their lives to save one.

Two thousand years ago, God Himself embarked on a
rescue mission. He sent his one and only Son into a world
that had lost its way. Jesus came in human form with a
simple but vitally important mandate – to seek and to save
a lost human race (Luke 19:10).

This rescue mission was not an afterthought on God’s part.
It was God’s eternal plan. It was His purpose from eternity
past that Christ would come to save us.

Down through the centuries, passover lambs had pointed
toward Jesus and His once-for-all sacrifice for sin. When
He arrived, with resolute purpose, He accomplished the
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Father’s plan by His death and resurrection. Rescue is now
available to any and all who place their trust in Him. One
died to save many.

May you be strengthened, encouraged, challenged and
changed by the realization that God’s eternal plan was to
save YOU! May His rescue gain fresh new meaning as you
think on His mercy and grace.

TWO THIEVES
Crucifixion was torture. Leather straps or spikes were used
to hang a condemned man on a pole. Like a helpless
animal tangled in a barbed wire fence, the victim could
survive for days with excruciating pain. Death usually came
by suffocation when, hanging by his hands, the victim lost
the strength to draw another breath.

Three men on three trees
In the Spring of AD 33, the crucifixion of three men, outside
the city walls of Jerusalem, changed the course of world
history. Roman executioners hammered nails through the
wrists and ankles of three men and left them to die. The
event itself was common in the ancient Mid East. And yet,
2,000 years later, the world still talks about those three
deaths.

The explanation of the significance of those deaths was
written on the flyleaf of an old Bible. In words that are
memorable, someone had written, “One man died with guilt
in him and on him. A second man died with guilt in him but
not on him. The third man died with guilt on him but not in
him.” What a profoundly simple description of some
differences we all need to understand.

One died with sin in him and on him
He was the first of two thieves executed that day. By the
law of the land he was given the punishment he deserved.
He was sentenced and condemned.

The first thief seems to have died an angry man. He may
have been angry with himself for getting caught. He was
likely angry with the judge who sentenced him. He was
probably angry with all those who had let him down along
the way. He seems to have been especially angry with the
man named Jesus who hung innocently at his side.

The thief wasn’t alone in his contempt for Jesus. Others
shared his feeling. It was easy to be furious with someone
who claimed to be the light and hope of the world – then
hung like a common criminal, not even saving Himself from
death.

Angry with Jesus for being unable to help Himself or
anyone else (Luke 23:39), the first thief died with his own
sin in him and on him.

One died with sin in him but not on him
There was a second thief executed that day. At first he
joined the others who ridiculed and insulted Jesus. For a

while he too mocked Jesus with the challenge to save
Himself and them if He really was the promised Messiah
(Matthew 27:37-44).

As the darkness closed in, however, the second thief had
a change of heart. Turning to the first thief, he said, “Don’t
you fear God since you are under the same sentence? We
are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds
deserve But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he
said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today
you will be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:39-43).

That may be one of the most important conversations ever
recorded. These few words show what the rest of the New
Testament declares. Forgiveness of sins and eternal life
are given to anyone who trusts Jesus for the forgiveness of
their sins. Nothing more. Nothing less. Faith alone in Christ
alone determines our eternal destiny (John 3:16-18; Acts
16:31; Romans 4:5; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5).

The second thief had no time to clean up his life. He had
no time to do anything but to believe in Jesus. In the
process, he gave all of us a picture of what it takes to come
into the eternal family of God.

In response to the simplest expression of faith Jesus
assured him of forgiveness. The second thief died with sin
in him but not on him. The Judge of the heavens lifted the
guilt from the second thief’s shoulders, placing it instead on
Jesus, our sin-bearer.

One died with sin on him but not in him
Jesus shouldered the guilt of the world that day. He died
with the weight of the world’s sin on Him but not the
slightest wrong in Him.

Three days later He rose from the dead to show that His
death, tragic as it was, was not a mistake. With a nail-
scarred, resurrected body Jesus gave hundreds of His
disciples all the evidence they needed to believe that He
had taken their place in death. The judgment of God had
fallen on Him instead of on us.

What is amazing is that this is our story, too. We were
there. We were there because God was there in our place,
bearing our sins. We were also there because all of us will
respond either as the first thief or as the second.

The words don’t make the difference; the faith does. “Lord,
I believe; help thou my unbelief” (Mark 9:24).

--Mart DeHaan

MUSIC NIGHT
Save the date - Sunday, April 20. We will gather in the
Worship Center at 6 pm for an evening of Praise and
Worship. We will sing favorite praise and worship songs
and be uplifted by special numbers. You won’t want to miss
this special evening that will be good for your soul!
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FIND THE WORDS

It’s Spring ... Find the garden words below

A R P K M K D

Z I L N V R D

C D A I O O N

F E N O O F U

R E T B D S O

U W R E R I R

I O E Q P E G

T S E V R A H

DIG FORK FRUIT VINE
GROUND HARVEST HERB WEED
PLANT ROOT SEED
SOIL SOW TREE

Find ten New Testament books

M A R K N C G Q

J A M E S H P Y

S U T I T E O H

L A C T S B Q J

Z W Y L H R A O

P J J U D E H M

G I C K D W W I

P E T E R S F T
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